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Juanita S. Eillex
. Clover Lick, W. Ve,
o T | Pocahontes, County,

’ | ﬁattle of Top Allegheny
Deﬁ; 13, 1861, ‘
The battle of I“op Alleghenay wa s fought in Pocahointas county on
Pecember 13, 1861 between the forces of the Union under ‘General Re Ho - '
vilroy, and the forces of the confederates under General W. W. Loringu
Cole. Edward Johnson cpmnandinga_
The two compaﬁie; had éﬁmped*Withinsight of each othefsinca July:
3 1861 the day the federals had'opcupied'Whites Top of Cheaf. For
five ﬁonths*the&'hﬁd'watched each others camé fires rise. ﬁﬁring this
five months they had fought the battlg at Travelers‘Repose*on Ocﬁa S
snd had also had enother s‘kermish af this same place on Oct. 31, 1861.
Soth times the Federals had been driven back to their camp on Cheat .
Youn uain.

‘here had been other minor skermishes through:out the summer and

Autumn, The Federal camp was known offlcially as Ga.mp Cheat Houn'bain
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o The Conf‘euerate camp Was known as Ca.mp Baldwin, in honor of

& confecderate goldier of thet neame. Between these two camps was. Camp
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“artow et Travelere Repose. The Confederaetes had made a winter camp
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-Op Allegheney Nontain by erecting log cabins.

you go along the road now you can see piles of stone at regular
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*# which represent the chimneys of the cabins. You can see the

vheles snd fortifications on Allegheney also at Cheat and Eartowe
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P of Allegheney 1s a wind-swept puat{xre land, and the pike lies
F tome miles through this level table-lands In making the attack,
* Tolerils tad to olinh Up the side of the mountain and fight on
- Sep of thi, teble«land,
"8 SCvanes on Decenbar 1¥2th found Cemp Partow at Travelers
".-t*-uarr?nr* DUt Meyor De B, Ross of the Efnd Virginian had dheen
riRithed 1o that Poiat with 106 sen to 1

Orm an ambusoade on the
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Yhen the Federalu onme uP, Rou md hiu men f'irad on them and killed

10 and wounded 8 numbar of othora. Tha Fedarals ndvanceﬂ in great force '

nu:-dllh RoSS WAaS forood to retreato He reauhed Ca.mp Baldwin 'bhat nigh‘bo |
Ambrose Bieroe we.E with tho Federall. He says they mrohed all dny

down Cheat Mounta.in and all nigh up Allagheney Molmtnino That the firing

at the foot of the mountain hn.olted them for 8 time, bu'b after the _

Confederates retreated they reachad_ijaw{elars R_epose. ‘There they diviaed. |

About half of them mrched down the rob.d toward Green‘bb.nk a.nd turned at

the Urish Haavener farm and climbed the road 'bhat is still used &8s &

short cut between Saulsbury Run and Buffa.lo Runu The other half con‘bi- | |
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nued up the pike.

As the battle was scheduled to begin before day 'brea.'k those killed
at Bartow were not buried but laid on the upper side of the road and

covered with blankets., As the soldiers passed that WeY mny of them

stopped to see if they could recognlze & friend among the dead.

The next dey as they returned from the 'battle ﬂ'round defea.‘bcd and

epproeched the place where tho dead lay it seemed they had moved and

cagst aside their coveringo But upon investlgatlnn they found a drove

of hogs had been at the bodies and eaten the f&ces off the de‘adn

-he hogs were killed end the dead buried."This scéne is described in

iconoclastic Nemories of the Civil War-Ambrose Bierce o
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When the turnpike gets to within a mile of the top of this mountain,
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% makes a sharp turn to the south and from there it climbs gently to

ne top where 1t passes A churcha The Federal army 1lift the pike at thii
*¥e and olismbed directly up the hillside hoping to get bahind the campe

¥ 4
i there were pickets out and the camp wag alarmed by their shots around
‘ '4‘1"‘&:.rh ] ' - |
AG8k Lhat morninge The Confederates marched several companies out

¥

Seel the Vederals as they oeme ot the top, The Federals waited in the

veER of the forest until near caylight and then marched inte the open

* &

 :8 and thaen % ' | |
SRS Yhen the firing became geners).
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The Confederate liné 'twung back and fo-rwar'd and at one'stage of the
.

battle thelr right fltn]c 'mas driven to ta.ke shelter in their 105 cabinse

o

There Was fighting a1l over the top until mid afterncon, The half of the
& Irmy whioh h&d swung to the south and was advancing up the orest of Buffalo
' Ridge failed in its purpose of surprising the campo. On that side of the

caxp there were treny::hu_' prepared to guard both roads and therc? was also

some good artillerye.

These trenches were f‘uil_of_soldiers prepared for an emergencye
Eoweveyp, when the Federals first appeared, ‘Capt'ain Anderson of _1_:he Les

Battery t'hought it was a band of pickets being driven in. He sprang

non the side of the trench and celled to them to hurry up and get in-

to +he trenches. He was instantly shot and killede.

Finslly about mid afternoon a retreat was sounded and the Federal myy

army made its way back to camp Cheat Mountaino The Confederates reported
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that 1,200 Confedere.‘bes had repulsed an army of 5000 mene That it was a great,

battle and a great victory.

The Federals reported that they ha._.d 1,760 men and the rConf'ederate's had
2,500, and that it was a reconna;issance 'il_‘.‘l fdrce. J{' P."Benj"&min, Sece of
far, wrote that P‘resdo;nt Jefferson Davis having been informed of the valor
°f Col, Edward Johnson in repulsing a vestly superior force was much gratified
&t the news of success, and had made him a brigadief generel,

‘he logser of the battle were: Federal~dead 20, wounded 107, missing

®

TV, total 137,
Coenfederste~ dead 20, wounded 98, misging 28, total 146, After this
“ie the troope wentinto winter quarters, and there was no more fighting
R Ne Ctaunton end Parkersburg turnpike that winter.

F_t“um — “rl Vﬂ.. F‘lua BC*Ok 1928
Hy, Andrew Price.

fEcorfing vo the old tisere who have heard relatives tell adbout their
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bk The L..-...n.L_!-.#l_;ﬂ}*' 1!-&3{ were about to starve,




